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Introduction 

scandals regarding food safety has increased over the 

has c

products based on natural self-regulation processes and 

research attention to organic agriculture and different 

of the EU and its objectives are integrated in the EU 

and production patterns in the developed countries 

cooperatives could be one of the solutions to develop 

research aim

research tasks

1) to characterise the organic livestock industry in 

2) 

3) 

Research results and discussion
1. Organic livestock industry in Latvia

Organic agriculture as an independent industry 

Organic agriculture features clear basic principles and 
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engaged in organic agriculture has annually increased in 

production of not only safe and healthy but also high-

raising and feeding are appropriate for physiological needs  —

 

Table 1

Year Type of breeding Cattle
Dairy 
cows

Pigs Sheep Goats Poultry

2006

377 417 41 14

Organic 55 3 23 5 17

13 2 2 36 26 0

2007

414 54 13 4757

Organic 50 4 6 15 3 16

11 2 1 22 0

170 67 13 4621

Organic 41 4 6 14 3 16

10 2 2 17 0

166 377 71 13

Organic 54 * 10 31 7 33

13 * 3 30 35 1

2010

 

164 77 13

Organic 73 * 10 7

16 * 3 34 35 1

Source: authors’ calculations based on the LR Zemkopibas ministrija, 2011b and the CSP, 2011
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coordinated and targeted activities of cooperation are 

2. Cooperation development prospects for 
the organic livestock industry

producers of agricultural products but are not engaged 

Table 2

Industry/
Type of activity

ASCs
ASC 

membership 
Net turnover

Average 
membership 

per ASC

Net turnover 
per ASC, mln 

LVL

N
u

m
b

e
r

  
 S

h
a
re

, 

N
u

m
b

e
r

S
h

a
re

, 

m
ln

 L
V

L

S
h

a
re

, 

40 35 2265 25 57

Milk production 33 4120 45 31 125

Fruit and vegetable 

production
13 11 264 3 0 30

Meat production 12 10 1574 17 0 131

Agricultural services 10 635 6 0 64

Multi-industrial 

production
5 4 270 3 0 54

2 2 22 1 0 11

Total/on average 115 100 100 100

Source: authors’ calculations based on LLKA, 2011 
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distribution by industry and other characteristics is 

 

 —

 —

 —

has to be slaughtered and its carcass has to be processed 

technologies can be used for processing products and 

decreasing costs in the food supply chain and ensuring 

products

Table 3

ASC 
Location

       Type of processing/activity
  unicipality   parish

Ogre Madliena Production of dairy products

Rozkalni Packing of fruit and vegetables

Nitaure Repacking and processing of products of plant origin 

Rujiena

Kuldiga Snepele Slaughterhouse

Source: authors’ construction based on LR PVD, 2011
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ordered online and delivered (food baskets are delivered 

processing enterprises are founded in the result of 

 

If a cooperative establishes an effective channel 

Conclusions, proposals, 
recommendations 

 

 

The share of organically raised cattle in their 

 

A higher concentration of livestock than it is on 

average in the industry is observed on organic 

to producers of agricultural products but is not 

 

 

 

result after the indicators of grain and dairy 

origin produced in this industry according to the 
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