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Introduction 

opinion about the availability of bank loans has decreased 

The aim of the research is to analyse possibilities of 

research tasks 

1) 

2) to classify and describe support that is available for 

3) 

The research methods

 

 

 

 

suggest different strategy for each group of local 

 

1. Role and importance of micro, small and 
medium size enterprises



Economic Science for Rural Development    Nr. 28., 2012

ISSN 1691-3078

50

   

 —

 —

 —

 

 

 

         
                                                           Enterprises in Zemgale Region

 

action and developed the Microenterprise Support 

Table 1

Share of micro, small and medium size enterpirses in the number of enterprises, employment and 

Enterprises Micro Small Medium MSME Large

1 424 000 226 000 43 000

27 652 000 22 665 000 43 414 000

 Source: authors’ calculations based on the  European SMEs under..., 2010

Table 2 

Year
Micro 

enterprises
Growth 

Small enterprises
Growth Medium 

enterprises
Growth 

2004 - 10062 - 2006 -

2005 2125

2006 105603 2363

2007 12745 2546

2546

115654 10122 2037

Source:  authors’ calculations based on Mikro, mazo un videjo uznemumu..., 2011
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2. Support for the development of MSMEs in 
Latvia

 

 

 — Measures for business or self-employed start-
ups 
Agency and offering training and support up to 

 —

start-ups

 — Micro-lending programme

 

 

 

 — Business incubators

 

 Source: authors’ construction

Support available for the establishment of micro, small and medium size enterprises
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 — Mentoring and Business Angels 

 — Courses and seminars 

several training sessions and courses for business 

 — Competitiveness Programme grants loans to the 

of the credit institutions due to increased risks they 

processing businesses and entrepreneurs attracting 

 — SME Growth Loan Programme

 — Investment Loan in SEB and Swedbank in 

possible to use help and advice of business angels and 

incubators if the business is established not earlier than 

 
development of micro, small and medium 
size enterprises in Zemgale region

 

e enterprises 

 

 Source: authors’ construction

Support available for the growth and development of micro, small and medium size enterprise
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Table 3

Description of clusters according to the cluster analysis

Criteria
Clusters

1 2 3

Specially supported territories - -
Akniste

 Source: authors’ construction

 Source: authors’ construction

Dendogram using average linkage for local municipalities in Zemgale region
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Conclusions, proposals, 
recommendations 

the authors of the article suggest that according to the 

available support: 
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