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Introduction 

effective analysis of the spatial processes and successful 

The rural – urban typology related issues have 

 

are set to achieve the goal:

1) to evaluate the theoretical aspects of the concepts 

2) 

 

Results and discussion
T

in the division of policies - urban planners usually 

concentrating on urban nodes and giving scant attention 

demographic, 

economic, and people behaviour. 
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1. The demographic approach

national differences in the characteristics that distinguish 

 This approach can be used 

 

 

 

have to change their status but it is not done because 

share living in urban areas has considerably changed 

has been increasing continuously until reaches the top in 

clusters depending on the share of regional population 

population – result in urban over-concentration causing 

 

            Source: authors’ construction based on the Central Statistical Bureau data, 2011

 Share of population in rural and urban areas in Latvia, 1935 - 2010
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2. Economic approach
This 

localities that are still characterised by a truly rural 

                Source: authors’ construction based on the Eurostat data, 2010

 Share of population in the EU-27 and Latvia, 2010

Table 1 

Traditional stereotypical differences between urban and rural populations

Urban Dimension Rural

Economy

Employment
industry occupations

Education

Services accessibility

represented
Political views

 Source: authors’ construction based on Scott, Gilbert, Gelan, 2007
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ensuring that the rural areas parallel production of 

to develop both the agriculture and forestry industry as 

countries have found a reduction in service availability 

 

and private institutions have to provide basic services in 

differentiated depending on their relation to rural 

in the United States stress the opportunities for urban 

3. Social aspects

scientists had an opinion that rural territories featured 

The education level of the population in the area is one 

 

and less people are engaged in the agricultural industry 

the rural as territorial residual category – outside of 
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in rura

 

Conclusions, recommendations

characterise urban and rural areas according to 

 

The traditional approach is based on belief that rural 

by different institution and for different purpose – 

 

Table 2

Indicator Area 2006 2010

Urban

Rural

Urban

Rural

per capita (EUR)

Urban

Rural

Urban 13

Rural

   Source: authors’ construction based on Development of Regions…, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010
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