25" Congress NORDIC VIEW TO SUSTAINABLE RURAL DEVELOPMENT June 16-18, 2015

DEVELOPMENT OF AMS IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES
BETWEEN 1996 AND 2014

Snorri SIGURDSSON?, Per JUSTESEN?, Esa MANNINEN?Z, Tilmann HETTASCH?3, Carolina MARKEY*
ISEGES P/S, Department of Dairy- & Cattle farming, Agro Food Park 15, 8200 Aarhus N, Denmark
2\alio Ltd, Farm Services, PO Box 10, 00039 Valio, Finland
STINE SA, TINE advisory department, Langbakken 20, 1431 As, Norway
“Véxa Sverige, Box 288, 751 05 Uppsala, Sweden
Email: sns@seges.dk

Abstract. Since the first farms with Automatic Milking System (AMS) started in the Nordic countries there has
been a dramatic change in the development of both the milking technique and the general environment for
milk production in those countries. The first three AMS farms started in Denmark in 1996 and now, almost two
decades later, the total numbers in all Nordic countries is 4.293 (31/12/2014) and with 6.894 AMS boxes. In
Denmark, Finland, Island, Norway and Sweden number of farms and no. boxes pr. farm is respectively 824 and
28,904 and 1.4, 125and 1.2, 1376 and 1.0, and 1064 and 1.7.

The development in recent years is quite different between the Nordic countries. Especially interesting is the
development in Denmark where, after the crisis in 2008, the increase has stopped and in 2012 the number of
AMS farms and boxes went down. The main reason might be the big difference in dairy farm sizes within the
Nordic countries with Denmark leading with 162 cows pr. farm, Sweden with 78, Iceland with 38, Finland with
34 and Norway with 21 cows on average and the total average for the dairy farms within the Nordic countries
is 53 cows. When farms get bigger, other milking systems like fast exit milking parlor or rotary are more
interesting. In the other Nordic countries the number of AMS farms is still increasing.

The estimated milk production in 2014, 3.453 million kg., from those Nordic AMS farms stands for 28,7% of
the total milk production within those countries and furthermore that 27,8% of the cows within the Nordic
countries are milked with an AMS. Despite the high ratio of both milk and cows only 16,3% of the dairy farms
do have AMS in the Nordic countries but their size is much bigger than the once with other milking equipment:
91 cows on average vs. 46 cows on average.
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